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== \Y! Did vou ever
take what little
was left and start
out to buy friend
wife a Christmas
token?

A quaint pustime,
is it not?

Wall, to muke a
long story lose its
cunning, 1 elinked
a few lron men Lo
gother ome morn
ing recently and
started out to find
something new and
nifty in the gift
line for Peaches,

1 was breezing for
a department store when | ran across
Hep Hardy. lmping in the direction
of a taxicab stand.

“Up late, aren’t you, Hep?" 1 iIn-
quired, glancing at the Waterbuty,

“1 sure am running behind my sched-
tile this morning, John, Hep wheezed
“Accident,”

“What's the matter? Fuse blow aut
and leave vou and vour favorite bar-
tender in darkness?™ 1 ventured.

“NIx," he answered: "1 interpolated
a new atep in the Tango anbout five
this a, m. and my partner, an impul-
sive little thing from Spokane, didn't
Eot my sigoal, with the result that she
stepped on me and lost one of her
French heels somewhere between my
ankle and my instep, I had to walt
till & Doctor Shop was open so he
eould probe for it. The medicine ped-
dler found it all right and my left
wheel {8 & bit wobbly, but I'l be in
the roped arenu tonight when the bell
rings, clamoring for my favorite rag,
you can bet on that, John, old pal.

“The dance bug has you for fair,
hasn't it, Hep? 1 lnughed.

“Not at all,” Hep came back: "but
like a lot of other ginks who have been
golng tlirough life with stoop shoul-
ders and plantation feet I've suddenly
digscovered how to be graceful and I
have to stay up all night to see I
other people notlee it. Where are you
going?"

“I'm goilng down tp see one of those
stores and make a fool out of fifty dol-

lars—Ilittle Christmas present for
Peaches,” | answered.
“Fifty dollara!" Hep sneered. “Say.

John, if 1 had & wife, and we were
speaking to each other, fifty dollars
wouldn't buy the ribhon around the
bundle. Fifty dollars! You make a
noise like a plke"

“SBure!" I snapped back. *"If you

had a wife you'd take her down to
your favorite jewelry store and let the
clerks throw diamonds at her till they
fell exhuuated, But I'm\[l:st a regwlar

A Lot of Eager Dames Were Pawing
Over S8ome Chinchilla Ribben,

human being, working for a living, and
every time | see a hundred dollar bill
I get red in the face and want a drink
of water, You know, Hep, my futher
didn’t spend his life wrapping it up in
bundles and throwing it into an iron
woodshed against the time | became
old enough to use it as a toreh!”

“Bay!" chirped Hep, who hadn’t
paid the slightest atiention to what 1
was gaying, "why don't you get her an
emerald necklace? Some ldea—what?
1 saw one the other day for $8.000,
Wait & minute! I'll give you & card to
the manager.”

"Give It to the chauffeur,” 1 sald as
1 pushed Hep into the taxi, "Hy the

~ time he geta you home you'll owe hi
venough to buy emeralds” 7

- Then

hen I left bim flat and m
off for & depa prede

A department store to get a
l;r::m m;“n'iend‘wlrn.

you ever gel tangled up |
of thoss department store soot

| have u crowd of perfect
ordd ladlen yse

‘halr.

.lmr teeth and the old lady ducked for

“Second f%oor—to the right—take
the elevator,” sald the man

Did you over try to take an eleva.
tor in a Jdepartment store and fBnd
that 3.943 other American/citizens and
eitizenettes were also trying to take
the samo elevator?

How sweot It [n to mingie In the
srms of utter strangers and to feel
the pressure of a foot we never hope
to meel sgain!

1 was standing by ooe of the coun-
ters on the sacond foor when a shrill
voice crept up over a few bales of dry
goodds and sald, “Are you & buyer or
a handler?

“l am looking for a Christmas pres
ent for friend wife,” | answered. *1
want to get something that will look
swell on the parlor table and may be
usid later on d4s a tobacco jar or a
trouser stretcher!™

“Fourth floor—in the left—take the
elevator!” said the shrill velce, but
shriller.

With bowed head I walked nway.

I began to feel sorry for friend wife.

Nobody seemed to be very much i
terested whether she got a Christmas
present or pot,

On the fourth floor 1 stopped at o

counter where # lot of eager dames

were pawing over some chinchilla rib- |

bon and chiffon overskirts.

It reminded mo of the way an emo
ttanal hen digs up a grub in tho gar |
den,

I enjoved the execitement of the game
for about ten minutes and then |
sald to the clerk behind the counter
who was refereeing the mateh, “Can
you tell me where 1 ¢an buy a ster |
ling silver Christmas present for
friend wife which I could use after
ward as a night key or a bath sponge?”

“Fifth floor—to the rear—take the
elevator!" sald the clerk.

On the ifth floor I went over to a
table where a young lady was selliug
“The Life and Libraries of Andrew
Carnegle” at four dollars a month and
fifty cents a week, and In three vears
it Is yours If you don't lose the re-
celpts.

She gave me a glad smile and 1 felt (|

a thrill of encouragement.

“Excuse me," 1 said, “but I am look
Ing for a Christmas present for friend
wife which will make all the neigh-
bors jealous, and which I can use aft
terward as an ash reaceiver or & pocket
Nask."

The young lady cut out the giggles
and pointed to the northwest.

I went over there,

To my surprise [
counter,

A pale young woman was behind it

I was just about to ask her the fatal
question when a young man wearing
a regtime expression on his face
rushed up and said to the pale young
lndy behind the counter: *I am look-
ing for a suitable present for a voung
lady friend of mine with golden brown
Could you please suggest some-
thing?"

The pale young woman showed her
feeth and answered him in a low,
rumbling volee, and the man went
awauy,

Then eame an old lady who said: I
hought sume organdie dress goods for
a shirt walst last Tuesday, and 1 would
ke to exchange them for & music hox
for my daughter’s little boy. Freddie,
If you plenae!™

The pale young woman again showed

found another

©over.

After about fifty people had rushed
up to the pale young woman and then
rushed awny again, I went over and

spoke to her.

“1 am looking.” T sald, “for a Chrisi
mas pressnl for friemd wife. 1 want
to get something that will give her a
great amouni of pleasure snd whick |
can gse later on as a pipe cleaner or a
pair of suspenders!™

The pale young woman fainuted, so 1
moved over. a

At anther counter amotler young
lady esald to me: “Have you been
waited on ™

“No® 1 replied; *1 have been
stepped on. sat on and walked on, bul
I have not yet been waited om™

“What do you wish?" Inquired the
young woman,

“I um looking for & Christmas pres-
ent for friend wife,” he said. *1 want
to buy her something that will bring
great Joy to her heirt. and which 1
might use afterward as a palr of elip-
pers or a shaving mug.”

The young lady caught ma with her
dreamy eyes and held me up agninst
Lbe wall

“You,"” she screamed. “you complete
o total of 26,493 people who have heen
in this department store today without
knowing what they aroe doing here,

The Pale Young Woman Fainted.

and I refuse to be a human encylope-
din for the sake of eight dollars a
week, Go on, now; throw yourself in-
to second speed and climb the hilll”

I began to apologize, but she
reached down under the counter and
pulled out a club.

“This," she sald, with a wild look
in her slde lamps, “this Is happy Yule
tide, but, nevertheless, the next guy
that leaves his brains at home and
tries to make me tell him what I8 a
good Christmas present for his wife
will get s bitter wallop across the
forehead!"”

The girl was right, so 1 went home
without a prasent.

I suppose 1"l have to take Hep's tip
and get those emeralds after all.

But first I'll go down to the dell
catessen store and see If there's any-
thing there,

AN EXPENSIVE INSTITUTION

But Cost of Christmas Pays Big Re-
turns In Joy and Happiness of
Children.

Christmas is a very costly institu-
tion. It makes deep holes in millions
of well-filled pockets. Father's Wand
reaches into his pocket more often
in the few weeks before Christmas
than during any other period of equal
extent in the whole year, And lots of
money goes for presents that, in the
hands of happy children, last a very
ghort time. Nightfall of Christmus
day sees many toys in mangled heaps
that bright and shinlng and new greet-
ed the little folks as they hopped out
of bed Christmas morning. And mil
lions and millione of things are bought
thut never would be, if it were not for
Christmas. But does all this mean that
Christmas {8 not worth the money it
costs, that it would be better if the
world did not observe the anniversary
of Christ's birth In the way It does?
Nobody In the whole wide Christian
part of the world will gay that Christ-
mas does not pay for itsell, that it Is
not worth all it costs, and that it is
not & bargain at any price, Where can
he found a father and mother who
feal that they have been cheated by
Christmus, after they hear the gur-
gling laughter of their children, in
ecetasy among thelr new toys, even if
there had to be skimping and saving of
pennies to buy the little presents?—
Savanpah News.

THE MYSTERY OF CHRISTMAS

One Day of the Year That A!l Other
Days Are Learning to Envy
and Imitate,

it seems to me that always, as the
24th of December commenced to
ghorten, the white, fleeey snow began
to fall, says a writer (n the Crafis:
man, When the street lamps flick-
ered up llke candlés on an altar, they
guzed on o world that was white, The
#trite of the city was muffled. Carts
went by, but you had to pecr out
through the blinds to know that they
wore passing—they mads no souhd.
An atmosphere of gentleness had de
seended. Everyone In the house went
about with stealth, as though planning

the paper crack, and at the end of the
bod you were too content and happy
even to look at your presents, Why
was It that next day everybody and
everything was different? The air was
full of bells singing riotously, Every
one, for this one day, ceased to think
of his own happiness and found hap-
piness In bringing cheerfuluess to
others. The stern gulf which s fixed
between children and grown-ups had
vanished—there weren't any grown:
ups. BSomewhere in your childish
heart you wondered why every day
couldn’t be made a day of kindness,

And that wonder of a child's heart
is the Christmas message. Onece &
year, by a divine conspiracy, all the
ahips of our hopes and fears turn baok
from their voyagings to the harbor of
tenderness, They are borne back on
the crest of a white tide of mysticism
that sweeps round the world. A truce
of God Is declared to all fightings, and
men and women walk as children
through a world that f8 kind. They
commence to giva and cease to nnnex;
they act in the ballef that God is in
his heaven, The spirit is one tremu-
lous white day of unselfishness—a day
which gradually some other days in
the year are learning to envy and imi-
tate.

m
the Chile
drens’ Christ-
mas tras
srrayed with
toyn and liigres,
wnd brilllent gew-
gaws deftly hung
that catch the eye of
oid and young. With
fulries bright and
birds 1 cali Forth glad
enrsprured words: and
marry eyas wil' greet thd
sight whet | am viewsd by
candie-light Beneath my
beughs there Hat a sesns of
house ind yard and viliage preen;
with mimie raliway ranning through.
ssrallmadnoft srowont todo 1 am
shin. 4 Chrlstmas treel And (his will bs
tha death for ma: for when the Yuletide
#24500°8 past. wpon the ash-heap 1l be
caal. However, while I'm standing here
m host of chiidren | wiit cheer. and cause thetr
pouthiul cheeks to glow, because of One Cluld ong
agd wha came this walting world to bless and 11,
our hearts with harpiness.

'-.égg f

YEAR AGO THIS WEEK

Dec. 6. 1974,
Allies made further advances In
northern France.

Germans occupled Lod. fand
drove a wedge into Russian center.
One of the P rsl forts fell.

Aussians shelled Cracow at long
range.

Turks occupled Keda.

Forty British snd French war
vessels arrived off the Dardanelles.

Russian aviators attacked Bres-
lau forts.

Fronch aviators attacked Frei
burg. '

Deec. 7, 1914,

Allies In West began general of-
fensive.

Belgians repulsed German boat
attack along Yser canal.

Germans in Alsace fell back.

Rusgians bombarded Cracow sub-
urbs and besieged fortress of Lot
zen.

Germans abandoned Zgler,

Serbians checked Austrian ad-
vance.

Eritish steamer Charcas sunk by
German traneport In Pacific,

Arrow dropped by aviator killea
Major General von Meyer.

Ostend was set on fire by aero
plane bombs.

Bomb frem German aeroplane
killed ten in Hazebrouck.

Government of Holland
wheat to lzelgium,

lent

Dec. 8, 1914,

German headquarters moved from
Roulers,

Germans renewed attack on Dix-
mude.

Turks were defeated near Ba-
tum,

British squadron under Vice-Ad-
miral Sturdee defeated German
squadron under Admiral von Spee

off Falkland islands, sinking the
Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Leipzig
and Nurnberg.

Prince wvon Buelow reached

Rome as German ambassador.
Two sections of Amerlcan Red
Crosa left Italy for Serbia.

—_—

Dec, 9, 1914,

Belglans took German trenches
on the Yser by a ruse.

Germans shelled Ypres and Fur-
nes.

Serblane recaptured Valjeva and
Ushirza from Austrians.

Germans lost heavily In attack
on Lowicz,

Austrians defeated near
coOW,

Turks at Kurna surrendered to
Indian troaps.

Pollsh-American
tee formed.

Cra

rellef commit.

Dee. 10, 1814,

Germans evacuated Roulers and
Armentieres,

French were victorious at Ver-
melles,

Serblans took many Austrians
and large stores of supplies.

Revolution In Union of South
Africa declared ended.

British took 1,900 Turkish pris-
oners and nine guns.

German submarine raid on Do-
ver was repulsed by the forts.

Czech regiments In Austrian
army refused to fight against the
Serbians,

Military control of South Sea
Islands divided between Japan and
Britain.

Dec. 11, 1914,

Allies In France pushed for-
ward, :

Germans rushed heavy guns to
Ostend.

Three German columns repulsed
in Poeland.

Austrians were defeated north
of Kesma] and Parovnitza.

Sheik Kiazim, chief of the Shi-
ites, proclaimed a holy war,

French capital moved back from
Bordeaux to Paris.

Dec. 12, 1014,
Turkigh fleet bombarded Batum.
German aviator dropped shells
on Hazebrouck but was killed by
French shells,
British consul dragged from Ital.

fan consulate at Hodeida by
Turks.
American Red Cross shipped

great quantity of hospital supplies,
Rockefeller Foundation st r
salled with $400,000 cargo.
Allles drove Germans across the
Yaer canal.
Serblans
Kosmal.
Germnns occupled Przaznysz.
Lodz was evacuated by the Rus-
slans,

repulsed Austrians at

THE EUROPEAN WAR A | WILD ANINALS IN PANAMA

Their Usual Routine of Existence Dis-
turbed by the Bujiding of the
Canal. ;

Wild torkeys give evidences of
homesickuess sinee they have been
driven from the bottom lands in Pan-
ame owing to the eonstruction of the
canal. They wander about on the edge
af the luke complaining, and It is easy
to get within shooting distance of
them. The Penama turkey is always
thin and one Is not more than enough
for & meal for oneé man. Peceary, or
' wild pig. found freguently and in hards
on the upper Chugres rivor, seems not
to have been a habitnnt of the lower
valley, as there are done along the
eilges of the newly formed lake. Wild
goat, although found in the mountaing
of the western part of Panama, 8 not
known In the lake reglon.

The marshes along the Chagres
and the jungle adjoining them have
been the home of many snnkes, and
these have been forced to higher Tand
and the trees by the rise of the water.
Forces of tha lighthouse division, en-
gaged in cutting. vistas for the range
lights in Gatun lake, are meeting with
a real danger from the native ratile-
enuke, called "tomiga.” Many of these
snekes instead of taking to water-free
ground have climbod into the branches
of the treesa and evary clump of bam-
hoo hides from one to a dozen. Beat-
jng the clump vsuelly sceras tham intp
the water, when the clearing can be
carried on from cayucos by the -
chete men, but occaslonslly one or
mora will remain and prepare to fight,
In such cases the cayuco is pulled as
near the clump as i3 ssfe and shot-
gune are used in an attempt to kill the
reptiles. If the shots miss, the snake,
already colled, springs at the boatmen.

Taking It to Himself.

Leading Man—Did you make a hit
at that society entertainment?

Comedian—1 did; but one thing
made me sore.”

“What was that?" :

The. ¢lub guotation for the after-
noon.*

“Club quotation?”

"Yes. At the top of the program
was printed, 'I'd rather have a fool
to make me merry than experience to
make me pad'"—Youngstown Tele-
Kram.

A Serious Question,

“Thackerny ones had a novel turned
down by seventeen différent publish-
ers,”

“I've read that, and it gives me hope,
I've had a novel turned down by every
publisher 1 know of. But here's the
question,”

“What question?™

“Is it worth while starting a manuo.
seript over the same route twice?"

Lacking.

“What were the chief features of
the street battle among these men,
officer?"

"By the time 1 got thers, there
weren't no features left, your honor."

Way of the World,
“The world owes us a living."
“Yer, and {8 always hanging back
on the payments.”

About the Size of It.
She—What (nduces men to marry?
He—The women, I balleve,

At the age of slxteen a girl imng-
fnas the average man is &ll soul, but
ot the age of thirty she knows he I8
mostly stomach,

Nearly every woman 16 accommodat-
ing to the extent that if & man is &
little slow in proposing she will do It
for him,

A farmer judges a dog by the serv-
fee 1t performs, a town mar by the
number of points it scores at the dog
| ghow.

The milkman is about the only out-
| sider who ever seas a woman staged
| “without the ald of scenle Investiture,

Some men outlive thelr vasfulness if
they live to be a day over twoenty-one.

Hut many a fair woman {8 unfair,

SACRED CITY OF THE JAINS

One of the Most Remackable of the
Sights the Traveler Sces
in India.

Palitana Is among the most wonder-
ful places in that land of marvels. Il
Is in the Kathiswnr peninsula, to the
north of Bombay, und is the capiml
of the small state of the same name
which adjoine Barodn. The town
stands on the Shetrunja river, whose
overflowing has frequently caused dis-
aster, und above rise the twin peaks
of Shetrunja hill, nearly 2,000 feel
ahove the plafn. It is the most sacred
of the five sacred hills of thoe Juinw,
and their temple city erowne the sum-
mit, The Jaina, who today form one
of the large merchant castes, may be
described as o heretical and ultrl.-
humanitarisn sect of Hinduism, T
founder was contemporary with
Buddha. The Jaing in all nges have
bean great temple builders; their most
marked peculiarity in this respect be-
ing their tradition of building =ities
composed entirely of temples and con-
taining no bhuman habitations what-
ever.

Utah Furnishes Expo Material.

The state of Utah has made another
record, of which it {s very proud. It
seams that all the gypsum used in the
consiruction of the Ban Diego fair
bulldings and 80 per cent of that used
for the San Francisco fair came from
the quarries neur Nephi, Utah It I8
now well known that gypsum |s one of
the oldest building materinls. It was
uned extensively in the building of
the pyramids and very largely In the
constrietion of the monumental arehl-
tectural edifices reared by the Greeks
and the Romans,

The product of gypsum usod in the
falr buildings fs known as “staff” and
wna cast to imitate the famous Roman
travertine. Of its beauty a thousand
writors have written. Utah is proud
that It furnished the material for the
axposition structures and proud that
it could have furnished the materidl
for the wonders of the anclents.

Enemy of the Fern.

One of the worst enemies of férns in-
doors is the mealy bug. This Is &
white, woolly insect that clings close
to the bottom of the fronds, When
there is reason to suspect its pres-
ence the plant should bs examined
every day and all Insects removed
with a splinter or toothplck. 1f the
Infestution is bad, the whole top of
the fern can be cut off to within an
inch of the ground and then allowad
Lo grow again after all the insects
have been exterminated.

Curlous Forms of Greeting.

The kiss, the handshake and the
bow are the salutations that are in the
most universal use at the present day,
Yet there exist races to whom these
forme of greeting would seem as lu-
dicrous a8 thelr own customs seem to
us,

Sign Language,

“k hate to gossip about people, and
yet 1 don't like to go around in soci
ety as a prude.

“No nesd to say a thing, my dear.
Just elevate your eyebrows at the
proper point and you'll get along.”

Where She Scores a Hit.
Siuglaton—A woman can't propel s
gtone with any degree of accuracy,
Waederly—No; but when it ecumes
to throwing hints she rings the gong
every time.

War Orders, All Right,

“Are you getting any of the waror
der business?" “Yes, indeed. We've
#0ld two sets of dishes and four roll-
ing-pins to Mrs. Jiggs within the last
fortnight."

Can't Shut Her Up, Though.
"Katle talke like a book."
“Yes; wonderful volume of speech.”
—Boston Transcript.

The entertainer who expects to get
& laugh does not tell the funny story
In the presence of his wife,

Some men marry because they were

short-winded and others becnuse they
were slow of foot

GREET VISITOR WITH TEARS

Steange Custom That ls Efiguetie
Ameng the Indizns of Central
South America.

A strange cuwtom is (he weaping
mluiation that has been obsarved
smong Central South American lIn-
dians, This form of greeting occurs,
0o, in the Adaman lslands, New Zea-
land Polynesia. A Portuguese explor-
ar describes the custom as he saw It
used among &-tribe of South Amerk
can Indians:

“Whenever a guest enters a hut he
in immediately honored, and made wel-
come by being wept over. Without &
word balng spoken he It led to the
bhammock. As soon as he is seated the
hostess and her daughters, and any of
thoir girl friends who happen to be ia
the house at the time, come and sit
about the guest, touch him Hghtly with
their fingers, and commence to weep
loudly und to shed many tears. Dur-
ing thie ceremony, In a sort of connect-
ed discourse, they recite everything
that has happened to them recently,
and thlk of the hardships of the road
that the visltor has suffered and of
anything and everything that can
arouse compassion and tears. The
guest, his hand before his face, pre-
tends to weep, and does not gpenk un-
til the erying has gone on [or some
time. Then they all wipe uwuy their
tears and become as lively and merry
as If they had never cried in all their
livea."

Usesful Knowledge.

Marcelln—Isn't it too bad Myrile
went and got married?

Waverly—Why?

“She waos such a fine typewriter and
now ull the time: she spent learning
the touch system will have bech
wasted,”

“Oh, no it will not; she can use ft
on her husband.” 2

Unoffieial Library.

“Well, how's things in Plunkville?™

"0Oh, so so."

“Got a circulating library in your
town."

“Mine 15 a sort of one, except that
1 don't get paid for books lost or
kept Indefinitely.”—Louisville Courler-
Journal,

Rendered Town a Service.

Native—"That's Epbh Huskins over
there. Son of the man that put our
town on the map.” Visitor—"How did
he do 17" Native—"Made & spe-
cial poiut to go to New York to die,
and the papers there had, right out
p'ain under the death notice, '‘Bung-
town papers please copy.' "—Puck.

Still a Lease on Life.

The Cook—Sir! 8ir!! There's &
Zep'lin outside and {f you don't come
wi' the keys of the cellar, we'll all be
in—in—hezven in a couple of min-
utes!

The Curate—God forbid!—London
Opinfon,

No Doubt True.

His Wife—I wonder why it is that
but few single women enter the leg-
ture field,

Her Hugband—Oh, 1 guess marringe
Is & sort of training school.

Rah! Rah!! Rah!!!

“What did you punch the half back
of the opposing eleven for?" asked thies
captain of the football team,

“Because,” explained the fullbuck,

“punched halves don't pass.”

| The Cause,
"How did you lose your hair?"
"Worry! 1 was in constant fear
that I was going to lose it."

No matter what a married man buys
downtown, his wife always knows of a
place where it could be hought two
conts cheaper.

A man never voluntarily drops his
membership in the Handholders' nuion.
Ho has to be expelled from the or-
der,

Some men think a luxurlous stand
of whiskers adds to their dignity,

Well, why shouldn’t & green grocer
fall in love with a grass widow?

Conscience, Not Consequence.

When you are in doubt as to the
course to take, consult your con-
sclencs, nol consequences, Do right,
and never mind how things are golng
to turn out. One who steers his
course o as to avold everything un-
pleagant, makes a 2igzag course, and
may miss the harbor at last, Follow
consclence, and leave consequences to
God.

Optimistic Thought,
When it 18 dark the soward 18 very
vallant.

Eye to the Main Chance.
n one of my shopping tours 1 took
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made of whole w!:qtandmahad‘h
muscl elements
often lacking in the dict of meny,

|  Preparedness

The Vital Factor—

‘or cream

g ey
imperative for bounding good |

Grape-Nuts digested—comes ready for table directly th
A nation of Grape-Nuts each day is

“‘&ﬁh : '.I “d
o ‘ “ LN ¢ . .

‘s nReasin”

not alone in affairs of the Nation, but with the health of every citizen. :

One seldom knows when the common enemy, sickness, in one form or another, is about
to strike; and the best form of preparedness is to keep body and brain healthy.

{ Active brains and vigorous bodies are the result of right living—food plays a big part.

Grape-Nuts

FOOD
brain-building, nerve- and

moisture.

uts complete




